[Metastatic ectopic cervical thymoma with prolonged survival; report of a case].
A 60-year-old woman presented with a palpable and painful nodule of her neck. Physical examination revealed that the anterior neck mass was enlarged without other positive findings. The tumor was not diagnosed with a fine needle aspiration biopsy, so that the excision of the tumor was underwent. The diagnosis at permanent section analysis revealed a non-invasive thymoma. The patient did not receive adjunctive postoperative therapy. For the duration of 6.5-year follow-up, metastasis of the left lobe of thyroid and right upper lobe of lung in twice have been sequentially detected and resected, and now she has been healthy with no known recurrence of the tumor. The recurrence of a non-invasive cervical ectopic thymoma has been reported as extremely rare, and this case indicates that the surgical control for recurrence lesion of cervical ectopic thymoma is effective when the tumor is resectable.